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December 9, 2021

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ at Mt. Olive Lutheran Church and School,

Greetings to you all in the name of our incarnate Lord and Savior Jesus, whose first coming we
are soon to celebrate again, as we continue to eagerly await His second coming to take us all home to
Himself with the Father and the Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

According to the Word of God, Solomon, the son of King David was one of the wisest people to
have ever lived. By the inspiration of the Holy Spirit, Solomon writes in Ecclesiates 3, “For everything

there is a season, and a time for every matter under heaven,” and he proceeds to name some of the seasons
and times of life: “a time to be born, and a time to die; a time to plant, and a time to pluck up what is planted;

a time to kill, and a time to heal; a time to break down, and a time to build up; a time to weep, and a time to
laugh; a time to mourn, and a time to dance; ... a time to love, and a time to hate; a time for war, and a time
for peace.”

In my own life I have experienced many such times and seasons. I was raised on a farm in north
central Iowa; attended St. Olaf College in Minnesota and Stanford University Law School in
California; and returned to practice law in Des Moines for almost eight years. But then in a major
shift the Lord took me on to Concordia Seminary in St. Louis in 1987 to study for the
Holy Ministry. In August 1993, I was called and ordained into the Office of the Holy Ministry at
Zion Evangelical Lutheran Church, Edgerton, Ohio. Over the years since, the Lord called me into
times and seasons of ministry at parishes in California (2000), in Minnesota (2004), a period of
graduate study back in St. Louis (2011), and back into parish ministry in Massachusetts (2014). Then in
2018, the Lord called me to serve Him by serving you here at Mt. Olive Lutheran Church and School.

The duration of each of these times or seasons has always been under the Lord’s control and
direction, and they have often not followed my own thoughts or expectations. When I received and
was considering Mt. Olive’s call, I told some of you that it was my intention, the Lord permitting and
sustaining my health, to serve in active ministry until I was in my early 70's (72 was what I had in
mind). That would mean serving as Mt. Olive’s pastor until 2026. However, this intention is not to
be. I met for almost two hours with Mt. Olive’s Elders last Sunday afternoon, December 5, to discuss
my ministry among you. With the support of the Elders (though sadly given) and with their advice and
counsel, I have determined that it is the right time for me to retire from active parish ministry and
as the pastor of Mt. Olive Lutheran Church and School. The target date for my retirement is Tuesday,
March 1, 2022, the day before Ash Wednesday. #



There are many factors which have led to my decision. I will share two of significance. First, while
the Lord has mercifully sustained my health overall (I am not in any health crisis at the moment)
I have found that the last four years — almost two of which have been during the COVID pandemic —
have been very challenging and wearing, physically, mentally, emotionally, and spiritually. I find myself
unable to function fully at the level that I would like to for accomplishing the Lord’s work here.
Secondly, and in my view more importantly, having served at Mt. Olive for almost four years, I have
been brought to the conclusion that the gifts and talents with which the Lord has equipped me — which
I have used to the best of my ability to faithfully carry out the Lord’s mission at Mt. Olive — are not the
best match to the needs that the congregation and school have in their ministry now, or will have in
the immediate future.

I realize that to many of you this news will come as a shock and will perhaps strike you as abrupt
and perhaps ill-conceived. However, I want to assure you that I have made this decision prayerfully, with
my primary concern being what will be in the best interests of accomplishing Jesus’ mission of making
disciples through Mt. Olive both now and into the future.

I pray that the Lord will guide us together in the remaining weeks we have of mutual ministry,
and I commend you all into the Lord’s care and keeping in the coming months and years beyond.
As He has done in the past, may God continue to bless you all today, tomorrow, and forever!

Your Pastor and fellow redeemed Brother in Jesus,

Mark D. Kleckner


