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Pre-Service Music

Welcome

God Gathers Us in His Name

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.

C Amen.

Opening Song: “All The People Said Amen” by M. Maher, P. Moak & T. Morgan

Verse 1: You are not alone, if you are lonely
When you feel afraid, you’re not the only
We are all the same in need of mercy
To be forgiven and be free
It’s all you got to lean on
But thank God it’s all you need.

Chorus: And all the people said, “Amen”
Whoa, and all the people said, “Amen”
Give thanks to the Lord, for His love never ends
And all the people said, “Amen”

Verse 2: If you’re rich or poor; well, it don’t matter
Weak or strong, love is what we’re after
We’re all broken, but we’re all in this together
God knows we stumble and fall
And He so loved the world
He sent His Son to save us all #

Chorus: And all the people said, “Amen”
Whoa, and all the people said, “Amen”
Give thanks to the Lord, for His love never ends
And all the people said, “Amen”

Bridge: Blessed are the poor in spirit who are torn apart
Blessed are the persecuted and the pure in heart
Blessed are the people hungry for another start
For theirs is the kingdom the kingdom of God

Chorus: Repeat Twice

CCLI Song # 6518275 Matt Maher | Paul Moak | Trevor Morgan
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God’s Gift of Forgiveness
As God gathers us in worship today the only thing we are able to give Him is our sins,

and out of undeserved love for us God gives us forgiveness.
King David wrote in the Psalms: “I said, ‘I will confess my transgressions to the LORD’

— and You, [O God,] forgave the guilt of my sin.” Psalm 32:5b NIV

P Do you confess to Almighty God that you are a poor, miserable sinner who has sinned against
Him in thought, word, and deed and therefore justly deserve His present and eternal
punishment? If so, answer, “Yes.”

C Yes.

P Do you believe that our Lord Jesus Christ has lived a holy life, satisfying all the demands of
God’s holy Law for you, and died, shedding His blood for you upon the cross for the
forgiveness of all your sins? If so, answer, “Yes.”

C Yes.

P Do you ask God, for the sake of the holy, innocent, bitter suffering and death of His beloved
Son Jesus, to be gracious and merciful to you? If so, answer, “Yes.”

C Yes.

P I have great Good News! Through His holy life and innocent death on the cross,
Jesus has satisfied the holy demands of God’s Law and has earned forgiveness and eternal
life for us. He desires that this gift be delivered to all people. For He told His disciples on
Easter evening, “Peace be with you! As the Father has sent Me, I am sending you. ... If you
forgive anyone his sins, they are forgiven; if you do not forgive them, they are not forgiven.”

John 20:21,23 NIV
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P Therefore, in the stead and by this command of my Lord, Jesus Christ, and as the called and
ordained servant of the Word in this place, I forgive you all your sins, in the name of the
Father, and of the T Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

C Amen.

P You are forgiven! You are set free! You are dearly loved children of God! Together you and
I can now raise our voices in thanksgiving and praise to God for His tremendous grace.
We can bring Him our fears and hopes, our needs and prayers, with all boldness and
confidence as dear children do to their dear Father.

C Amen.

Our Praise in Response to God’s Forgiveness:

“Awakening” by Chris Tomlin & Reuben Morgan

[Verse 1}

In our hearts, Lord, in this nation, awakening
Holy Spirit, we desire awakening

[Chorus]

For You, and You alone, awake my soul
Awake my soul, and sing

For the world You love, Your will be done
Let Your will be done in me

[Verse 2]

In Your presence, in Your power, awakening
For this moment, for this hour, awakening

[R epeat the Chorus - twice]

[Instrum ental Inter lude]

[Bridge - sing twice]

Like the rising sun that shines
From the darkness comes a light

I hear Your voice, and this is my awakening

[Instrum ental Inter lude]

[End ing - fir st half]

Like the rising sun that shines
Awake my soul, awake my soul and sing

From the darkness comes a light
Awake my soul, awake my soul and sing
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[End ing - second  half]
Like the rising sun that shines

Awake my soul, awake my soul and sing
Only You can raise a life

Awake my soul, awake my soul and sing

CCLI Song # 5677399 Chris Tomlin | Reuben Morgan
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Prayer of the Day
P Let us pray together:
C Almighty God, whom to know is everlasting life, grant us to know Your Son, Jesus, to be

the way, the truth, and the life that we may boldly confess Him to be the Christ and
steadfastly walk in the way that leads to life eternal; through the same Jesus Christ, our Lord,
who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

God’s Gift of His Word
By ourselves we are spiritually dead.

By our own efforts we are unable to create or sustain a relationship with God.
However, out of undeserved love for us, God has made us spiritually alive.

He creates and sustains a relationship with us by way of His Word, the Word of Jesus:
“For you have been born again, not of perishable seed, but of imperishable,

through the living and enduring word of God.” — 1 Peter 1:23 NIV

Old Testament Reading: Isaiah 51:1-6 ESV

[Through the Prophet Isaiah the Lord says:]

“Listen to me, you who pursue righteousness, you who seek the Lord: look to the rock from
which you were hewn, and to the quarry from which you were dug. Look to Abraham your father
and to Sarah who bore you; for he was but one when I called him, that I might bless him and
multiply him. For the Lord comforts Zion; He comforts all her waste places and makes her
wilderness like Eden, her desert like the garden of the Lord; joy and gladness will be found in her,
thanksgiving and the voice of song.

 “Give attention to Me, My people, and give ear to Me, My nation; for a law will go out from Me,
and I will set My justice for a light to the peoples. My righteousness draws near, My salvation has
gone out, and My arms will judge the peoples; the coastlands hope for Me, and for My arm they
wait. Lift up your eyes to the heavens, and look at the earth beneath; for the heavens vanish like
smoke, the earth will wear out like a garment, and they who dwell in it will die in like manner; but
My salvation will be forever, and My righteousness will never be dismayed.”

P This is the Word of the Lord. C Thanks be to God.
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Epistle Reading: Romans 11:33 –12:8 ESV

[By the inspiration of the Holy Spirit, the Apostle Paul writes:]

Oh, the depth of the riches and wisdom and knowledge of God! How unsearchable are His
judgments and how inscrutable His ways! “For who has known the mind of the Lord, or who has
been His counselor?” [Isaiah 40:13] “Or who has given a gift to Him that He might be repaid?”
[Job 41:11] For from Him and through Him and to Him are all things. To Him be glory forever. Amen.

I appeal to you therefore, brothers, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies as a living
sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is your spiritual worship. Do not be conformed to this
world, but be transformed by the renewal of your mind, that by testing you may discern what is the
will of God, what is good and acceptable and perfect.

For by the grace given to me I say to everyone among you not to think of himself more highly
than he ought to think, but to think with sober judgment, each according to the measure of faith
that God has assigned. For as in one body we have many members, and the members do not all
have the same function, so we, though many, are one body in Christ, and individually members
one of another. Having gifts that differ according to the grace given to us, let us use them: if
prophecy, in proportion to our faith; if service, in our serving; the one who teaches, in his teaching;
the one who exhorts, in his exhortation; the one who contributes, in generosity; the one who leads,
with zeal; the one who does acts of mercy, with cheerfulness.

P This is the Word of the Lord. C Thanks be to God.

Gospel Reading: Matthew 16:13-20 ESV

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the 16
th
 chapter.

C Glory to You, O Lord.
[By the inspiration of the Holy Spirit, the Apostle Matthew writes:]

Now when Jesus came into the district of Caesarea Philippi, He asked His disciples, “Who do
people say that the Son of Man is?”

And they said, “Some say John the Baptist, others say Elijah, and others Jeremiah or one
of the prophets.”

He said to them, “But who do you say that I am?”

Simon Peter replied, “You are the Christ, the Son of the living God.”

And Jesus answered him, “Blessed are you, Simon Bar-Jonah! For flesh and blood has not
revealed this to you, but My Father who is in heaven. And I tell you, you are Peter, and on this rock
I will build My church, and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it. I will give you the keys of the
kingdom of heaven, and whatever you bind on earth shall be bound in heaven, and whatever you
loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven.” Then He strictly charged the disciples to tell no one that
He was the Christ.

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. C Praise to You, O Christ.
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Song of the Day: “Jesus Messiah” by D. Carson, C. Tomlin, E. Cash & J. Reeves

1.
He became sin who knew no sin

That we might become His righteousness

He humbled Himself and carried the cross

Love, so amazing. Love, so amazing. Chorus

2.
His body, the bread; His blood, the wine

Broken and poured out all for love

The whole earth trembled,  & the veil was torn

Love, so amazing. Love, so amazing. Chorus

[Chorus:]

Jesus, Messiah, Name above all names

Blessed Redeemer, Emmanuel

The Rescue for sinners

The Ransom from heaven

Jesus, Messiah, Lord of all

[Br idge:]

All our hope is in You

All our hope is in You

All the glory to You, God

The Light of the world

[R epeat the Chorus]

[End ing:]

Jesus, Messiah, Lord of all

The Lord of all

The Lord of all

CCLI Song # 5183443 Chris Tomlin | Daniel Carson | Ed Cash | Jesse Reeves
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Sermon  “By the Mercies of God Romans 1:1-2

  Present Your Bodies as a Living Sacrifice
  ...Your Spiritual Worship”
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Apostles’ Creed

P Together we confess our common Christian Faith with the words of the Apostles’ Creed:

C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth.
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried.

He descended into hell. The third day He rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.

From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,

the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body,

and the life T everlasting. Amen.

Affirmation and Blessing of
the Administrators, Teachers  & Staff of Mt. Olive Lutheran School

Adams, Chelsea Kindergarten Oltmanns, Ed Kitchen

Barlow, Sue Grade 2 Oltmanns, Evelyn Kitchen, Library  & Before Care

Brown, Carol School Bd Chair Powell, Aaron Music  & Band

Davison, Pat School Bd Powell, Kim Preschool - 4's - Ass’t

Dueker, Julie Grade 3 Prunty, Lawrence School Bd

Dunlap, Mary Grade 4 Pugh, Andy School Bd

Emily, Cory
Principal, School Bd,

Jr Hi Social Studies  & Phys. Ed.
Pugh, Tia Art  & Jr Hi Religion

Hilkin, Ray “Guys” Maintenance Rains, Jeff School Bd

Hon, Jessica Preschool - 3's - Ass’t Rains, Heidi Preschool - 4's  & Director, School Bd

Kleckner, Pr Mark 7  & 8 Confirmation, School Bd Regalado, Maria Secretary

Leyhe, Julie Preschool - 3's Rene Shepard Business Manager

Light, Linda Library Ryerson, Christine Jr Hi Science  & Reading

Limback, Kendra Grade 1 Scheiwe, Greg School Bd

Madsen, Gary “Guys” Maintenance Scheiwe, Amy School Bd

Marcus, Emilie Preschool Ass’t; Before  & After Care Schumann, Lois Library

McNeeley, Lori Kdg Ass’t, Floating, After Care Shoeman, Becky Kitchen  & Library

McWilliams, Maureen Library Speltz, Tona
Jr Hi Language Arts,
Health  & Math, School Bd

Nolte, Emily   Jr Hi Social Studies  & Grade 4
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Our Prayers in Response to God’s Word
Since then we have a great high priest who has passed through the heavens,

Jesus, the Son of God, let us hold fast our confession.
For we do not have a high priest who is unable to sympathize with our weaknesses,

but one who in every respect has been tempted as we are, yet without sin.
Let us then with confidence draw near to the throne of grace,

that we may receive mercy and find grace to help in time of need. — Hebrews 4:14-16

The prayers, silent or spoken, will be prayed now. Each prayer will end with:

P ...Lord, in Your mercy,

C hear our prayer.

P Into Your loving hands, dear Lord, we place everyone and everything for which we’ve prayed.
We trust You to answer our prayers according to Your mercy in the way that is best for us.
We pray this in the name of Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

C Amen.

Our Offerings in Response to God’s Word
For you know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ,

that though He was rich, yet for your sakes He became poor, so that you through His poverty might become rich. ...
Thanks be to God for His indescribable gift! – 2 Corinthians 8:9; 9:15 NIV

To  m axim ize  h e alth  & s afe ty  fo r e v e ry o n e , o ffe ring  p late s  w ill no t b e  p as s e d  d urin g  th e  s e rv ic e .
You are encouraged to place your tithes and offerings in the plate on a stand
at the door to the worship area either as you enter or leave the Divine Service.

We  th ank Go d  fo r y o u r o n g o in g  g e n e ro s ity  in  s u p p o rtin g
His  w o rk at Mt. O liv e  d u rin g  th is  c h alle n g in g  tim e .

God’s Gift of His Supper
Out of undeserved love for us, God has made us spiritually alive & a part of His family.

The relationships within our earthly families are strengthened through shared meals.
Even more so is our relationship with God and one another strengthened by a meal:

“Is not the cup of blessing which we bless a sharing in the blood of Christ?
Is not the bread which we break a sharing in the body of Christ?

Since there is one bread, we who are many are one body; for we all partake of the one bread.”
– 1 Corinthians 10:16-17 NNAS

An Explanation of the Supper
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Lord’s Prayer

P Taught by our Lord and trusting in His promises, we are bold to pray:

C Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name,

Thy kingdom come,  Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;

give us this day our daily bread;

and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us;

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.

For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

Jesus’ Words Instituting His Supper

P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had

given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My T body,

which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.”

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He gave

it to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My T blood,

which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it,

in remembrance of Me.”

The Peace of the Lord

P Together, in, with, and under the bread and wine, this is the very body and blood of our

crucified but risen Savior, Jesus Christ, given and shed for you for the forgiveness of sins;

therefore, the peace of the Lord is with you always.

C  Amen.

God Gives Us the Gift of Jesus’ Body and Blood
Je su s  has said “This is My  Bo d y , this is My  B lo o d , given and shed for YOU  for the Fo rg iv e n e s s  o f Sin s .”

Durin g  th e  s in g in g  o f  th e  fo llo w in g  s o n g  (next page),
the communion elements will be brought to you where you are seated.

The communion wafer will be given to you in a cup. The wine will be given to you in another cup.
After eating and drinking, place both of the empty cups in the container presented to you.
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Distribution Song:     “Lamb of God” LSB # 550

1. Your only Son, no sin to hide,

But You have sent Him from Your side

To walk upon this guilty sod,

And to become the Lamb of God.

Refrain

Refrain:

O Lamb of God, sweet Lamb of God,

I love the holy Lamb of God!

O wash me in His precious blood,

My Jesus Christ, the Lamb of God.

2. Your Gift of love they crucified,

They laughed and scorned Him as He died:

The humble King they named a fraud,

And sacrificed the Lamb of God.

Refrain

3. I was so lost, I should have died,

But You have brought me to Your side

To be led by Your staff and rod,

And to be called a lamb of God.

Refrain

© 1985 Straightway Music; admin. EMI . Used by permission: LSB Hymn License .NET, no. 100014166.

The Dismissal

P Now may this True Body and True Blood of Jesus, our crucified but risen Savior,

strengthen and preserve each of you in the True Faith from now until our Lord returns.

His Peace is with you. Your sins have been forgiven indeed!

C  Amen.

Final Prayer

P Let us pray:

Gracious God, our heavenly Father, grant 

that our lips which have here sung Your praise may now glorify You in the world;

that our ears which have heard the voice of our Shepherd through Your Word

may now be closed to the clamorous voice of Satan and the world; 

that our eyes which have seen Your great love may also behold Your blessed hope;

that our tongues which have confessed Your name may ever speak the truth; and

that our bodies which have tasted of Your Son’s Body and Blood

may be restored to newness of life through faith in Him.

This we pray through Jesus Christ our Lord and Savior, 

who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and forever. 

C  Amen.
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Blessing
P The Lord bless you and keep you.

The Lord make His Face to shine upon you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and give T you His peace. Numbers 6:24-26

C Amen.

Closing Song: “You Never Let Go” by Beth & Matt Redman

[Verse 1:]

Even though I walk through the valley
Of the shadow of death

Your perfect love is casting out fear
And even when I’m caught in the middle

Of the storms of this life
I won’t turn back, I know You are near

[Sing P re-Chorus  &  Chorus]

[Verse 2:]

And I can see a light that is coming
For the heart that holds on
A glorious light beyond all compare
And there will be an end to these
troubles
But until that day comes
We’ll live to know You here on the earth
[Sing P re -Chorus   &  Sin  g the Chorus - twice]

[P re -Chorus:]

And I will fear no evil
For my God is with me

And if my God is with me
Whom then shall I fear?
Whom then shall I fear?

[Chorus:}

Oh no, You never let go
Through the calm and through the storm

Oh no, You never let go
In ev’ry high and ev’ry low

Oh no, You never let go
Lord, You never let go of me

  You keep on runnin’, and You never let go.  Singin’...

[R epeat the Chorus]

 [Then sing the Bridge - twice:]

Yes, I can see a light that is coming
For the heart that holds on

And there will be an end to these troubles
But until that day comes

Still I will praise You
Still I will praise You

[ To  End - R epeat the Chorus - twice]

CCLI Song # 4674166 Beth Redman | Matt Redman © 2005 Thankyou Music (Admin. by Capitol CMG Publishing)

All rights reserved. Reprinted pursuant to CCLI License # 1617219

Announcements (See below) and Postlude
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Announcements
Mt. Olive Lutheran Church & School exist to share the Gospel —  the Good News that through

Jesus Christ God has accomplished the salvation of EACH person, granting them the gifts of
forgiveness of their sins and eternal life — so that all those within our families, friends, and
communities may grow in this saving faith and in a life of faith!

By the inspiration of the Holy Spirit, the Apostle Paul writes to the Christians in Corinth and
in metropolitan Des Moines: 

“We want you to know, brothers [& sisters,] about the grace of God that has been given
among the churches of Macedonia, for in a severe test of affliction, their abundance of joy and
their extreme poverty have overflowed in a wealth of generosity on their part.

“For they gave according to their means, as I can testify, and beyond their means, of their own
accord, begging us earnestly for the favor of taking part in the relief of the saints — and this, not
as we expected, but they gave themselves first to the Lord and then by the will of God to us. ... 

“But as you excel in everything — in faith, in speech, in knowledge, in all earnestness, and in
our love for you — see that you excel in this act of grace also. I say this not as a command, but to
prove by the earnestness of others that your love also is genuine. For you know the grace of our
Lord Jesus Christ, that though He was rich, yet for your sake He became poor, so that you by His
poverty might become rich.” — 2 Corinthians 8:1-7, 9 (ESV)

Greetings from Mt. Olive President, Paul Brown,

As you know we recently approved the new 2020/2021 budget by way of on-line voting. I was
very pleased with this process and was happy that we could complete this task amid the
COVID-19 concerns.  That said, within the 2020/2021 budget we accounted for was
$375,896 in congregational support by way of tithes and offerings. This breaks down to
roughly $7,230 a week. Last year, as a congregation we were very close to meeting our budget
goals and were only short by $14,731. Which was only off mark by approximately 2 weeks.



The chart above is meant to show the weekly average offering for each month of the previous
two church budget years. The chart does not represent how much was taken in each month,
but rather the average offering for each week in that month. Overall, we were short $14,731
if we count the August 2, 2020 offering. While we had months with higher averages, 2020
was behind in months that had consistent high giving.

As we begin the new 2020-2021 fiscal year, the Lord has graciously allowed us to be gathered
back together in person to be on the receiving end of His gifts in His Divine Services. He so
gathers us in order that He can create saving faith in our hearts as He delivers forgiveness
and eternal life to us, strengthening and moving us to live out vibrant, thankful lives of faith.
As you do this, I want to encourage you, as St. Paul encouraged the Christians in Corinth,
to excel in the grace of giving as you continue to support the Lord’s work through Mt Olive
Lutheran Church and School. 

The Apostle Paul continues writing to the Christians in Corinth and in metropolitan
Des Moines: 

“The point is this: whoever sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and whoever sows

bountifully will also reap bountifully. Each one must give as he has decided in his heart, not

reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver. And God is able to make all grace

abound to you, so that having all sufficiency in all things at all times, you may abound in every

good work. ... He who supplies seed to the sower and bread for food will supply and multiply your

seed for sowing and increase the harvest of your righteousness.

“You will be enriched in every way to be generous in every way, which through us will produce

thanksgiving to God. For the ministry of this service is not only supplying the needs of the saints

but is also overflowing in many thanksgivings to God. By their approval of this service, they will

glorify God because of your submission that comes from your confession of the gospel of Christ,

and the generosity of your contribution for them and for all others, while they long for you and

pray for you, because of the surpassing grace of God upon you.

“Thanks be to  God fo r  His inexpressib le g ift!”   — 2 Corinthians 9:6-8, 10-15 (ESV)

God’s richest blessings to you all in Jesus Christ, our Lord and Savior!
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For your convenience, here is the Service Schedule between today and the end of October:

Week Date Week Date

1. Sunday, August 23, at 9:00 am 2. Sunday,  August 30, at 9:00 am

3. Saturday, September 5, at 5:00 pm 4. Sunday, September 13, at 9:00 am

5. Saturday, September 19, at 5:00 pm 6. Sunday, September 27, at 9:00 am

7. Saturday, October 3, at 5:00 pm 8. Sunday, October 11, at 9:00 am

9. Saturday, October 17, at 5:00 pm 10. Sunday, October 25, at 9:00 am
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